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Legal Defense and Advocacy Program
The Numbers:

824 – Closed full representation criminal and juvenile cases.  
33   -- Extended advocacy assistance, most of them involving police seizure of property absent a charge, or immigration.  
543 -- Legal advice or brief legal service. 
2,782 -- Recorded instances in which LRC Community Advocates or attorneys discussed a legal problem and provided appropriate information or referral for legal or governmental assistance. 
LRC’s reach, as evidenced by the above, continues to be impressive for a program staff of 4 attorneys and 2.5FTE Community Advocates.  We are connecting with nearly 350 people every month.  The LRC’s face to face intakes at community centers totaled 490, a 12% increase from the previous year, led by a substantial elevation in service to Somalis (139).  

The Demographics:

40% African American

22% Caucasian (non-Hispanic)
20% Hispanic/Latino

8%  Mixed race/ethnicity

5% African immigrant

3% American Indian 
1% Asian 

1%  Unknown

42% Unemployed and/or public assistance

10% Student

28% Household income under $350 per week (and not already included above)
20% Household income above $350 per week but unable to afford an attorney
73% Male

27% Female

Cases and their results:
Reflecting a strategic direction begun a few years ago, the LRC increasingly focused on higher stakes and juvenile cases.  While the Fourth District court reported 5.9% fewer felonies in 2009 than 2008, the LRC’s reduction in felony cases handled was only 4.3%.  Our number of juvenile court cases increased 26%, including the doubling of those in the Extended Juvenile Jurisdiction/Adult Certification category.  Quality has always been more important to us than quantity, and we have never had better results in our client surveying.  (See http://www.legalrightscenter.org/News.html, April 2010.)  Only 60% of our cases ended in a plea settlement prior to the day of trial, an extraordinarily low figure for public defense.  23% either ended in a dismissal or acquittal, and 17% ended with conviction by plea or verdict on the trial date or later.  Our capacity to provide quality representation to all of our clients was greatly enhanced by enormous volunteer help received in 2009, totaling 5,366 hours.  That figure included 2,360 hours donated by licensed attorneys, and 2,492 hours donated by student attorneys.

Family and Youth Restorative Services Program
The numbers:

97  -- Referrals

93  -- Successfully completed restorative family conferences (includes some second conferences) 
5  -- Successfully completed mediations 
70 of the restorative conferences were for the purpose of creating an alternative to expulsion from the Minneapolis Public Schools, 12 were for diverting youth from juvenile court who otherwise would have been cited by the Minneapolis Police Department, and 11 were co-facilitated with Hennepin County for the purpose of planning family reunification subsequent to a child protection removal.
The demographics:

47% African American

22% Caucasian (non-Hispanic)
12% Mixed race/ethnicity

5%   Hispanic/Latino

5%   Asian

5%   Unknown

4%   African immigrant

47% Below 100% of poverty

30% Between 100 and 200% of poverty

6%   Above 200% of poverty

17%  Unknown


61%  Female

39%  Male

Results:

See http://www.legalrightscenter.org/LRC%202008%20Annual%20Report.pdf (pages 6, 7 and 14) for 2008-09 public school data, and http://www.legalrightscenter.org/News.html (2009: Dec, Jun, Mar) for more reports.  Program data for the 2009-10 school year will be posted on this page when available.

Legal Education Program

Legal Rights Center staff provided 15 presentations to a combined audience of approximately 475.  A majority of them were for culturally specific audiences, youth, or both, and emphasized prevention of problems with youth peers or with the police, and risks associated with entry into the juvenile or criminal justice system.  We also twice presented information about criminal records and expungement law to job counselors in training.  Two volunteer attorneys presented an immigration law CLE session to public defenders in three regional training sessions.  Of the youth audience members surveyed, 86% agreed with the statement that they had learned something new and useful from the presentation, and 75% agreed that they could apply what they learned to their current situation.







